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PREDICTING
WATER
EROSION
LOSSES

SECTION A

THE FOLLOWING SECTION CONTAINS INFORMATION NEEDED TO DETERMINE HIGHLY ERODIBLE
LAND BY USE OF THE UNIVERSAL SOIlL LOSS EQUATION.
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. THE UNIVERSAL SOIL LOSS EQUATION

The USLE will only be used to determine highly erodible land (HEL), where the soil map unit is
considered to be HEL if the RKLS/T value for the map unit equals or exceeds eight (8). The
equation is expressed as follows:

RKLS/T >8

1/ In field application of the equation, values for slope length (L) and slope gradient (S) are
combined as a single topographic factor (LS).
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FIGURE 1
USLE RAINFALL FACTOR (R) MAP
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